





RE: Request for Support of the Environmental







       Health Practitioner Licensing Act 







       (225 ILCS 37)

Dear  

The Environmental Health Practitioner Licensing Act (225 ILCS 37) is due to sunset on January 1, 2007.  This Act sets the standard of competency for individuals working in the environmental health field and enables practitioners to demonstrate this competency to their employers and to the public they serve.

Licensed Environmental Health Professionals (LEHP’S) are first responders to disasters.  In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Illinois provided LEHP’S to support recovery efforts.  These professionals collected, evaluated and tested water and food samples, and performed many other critical tasks.  Environmental Health professionals are also involved with issues such as evaluating potential dangers and recovery efforts related to possible biological outbreaks (i.e. avian-flu pandemic, bioterrorist attacks).  

Everyday the work of LEHP’s in Illinois prevents food and water borne illness, groundwater contamination, protects drinking water supplies and reduces the risk of the spread of disease such as West Nile Virus.  The public puts their trust in these professionals to provide them with a safe and healthy environment.

Please support the Environmental Health Practitioner Licensing Act (225 ILCS 36) and assure that it is renewed.







Respectfully,

